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previous system, lcaves no doubt upen the minds of the
undersigned’ of the SUpQI"lOl ity of th lan at present
established and pursued. And ulthou"h in some few in-
stances the prices for which the Work was done, when it
was put up to the lowest bidder, were something less
than the present prices, yet:in;a majorlty of the cases it
was not less, and in some instances where it was done at
the lowest prices, there is-sufficient proof before the un-
dersigned o saiisfy them that the contractors- materla‘ly
sacraficed theirintérests to thair s zife for competition, a
result whick ought dot'to'be sought for‘or'desired by a

High' minded and. liberal Lemslature. [Tt 'is"a ‘mattér ‘of
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pensation for the puablic printing'requir ed'by ‘the State,
withoutresorting to ‘proposalsand’ competmg bids. Whate
ever that price may be, founded’ upon 2 die régard to the
'n)tprectq ‘of“all the contracting parties, thé" undermgnéd
believe. ought to be given‘by the’State.” * This'is believed
10 be tb" ’\,ougse nnrqupd hv tm: UU,,O:;pgs 5§ »ﬁm 'ﬂ'mfm%
been: nfrhtly mformed by the Corporatxon of Baltlmme,
Wwhb ' have ‘also’ abandoned the plan of puttmv up thexr
printing to the lowest bidder -
"’Havmg arrivéd at this'conclusion thn attentlon of the
»ommmee was riext-directed to’ ascertain whether the ta:
ﬂ' of pnces, which have beeh ‘paid for the public’ pnntmg
tor "the last five: oI six years, is just and reasonable; «

The ‘¢liairiian 6f ‘the committee With' this view has
corresponded Wlth some of the printers of the city-'of Bal-
timore, making’ mqumeo as to- the rates at” wmch they
wouid agree to'do’the work ofthe same kind.” '

A companson of the offers which have been recelved
in reply with'the j prices for'which the work has been ex-
ecuted, will ‘enable the House to tolm theu own’ Judgment
upon thns subject a
" The price paid: for printing 1600 eOpxes of the ,Jaws 13
Qg’) 50 pér page, I folding 4ndstitehing ihcluded.

‘The® pnce for iwhich the Baltlmore printers propose to
exwute stmilar work is §2-00 per page, ‘thé-folding and
stitchitig to’ be ‘an éxtra’ eharge. Assuming: the: Volurme
of qus io'average 600 ‘pages, which ‘the nnﬁprannpd_
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